Guidelines 
for transporters and organisers transporting animals
long distances for export 
I. Animal welfare measures in times of summer heat
Transporting animals in times of summer heat places additional strain on their organism. To meet the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related operations and to reduce the risks posed by high temperatures, organisers must take the following precautions: 
· If the temperature on the route taken exceeds 30°C, the space allowance for animals must be increased by at least 30%. 
· To ensure adequate ventilation above the animals, the internal height within the vehicle must be greater than the prescribed or recommended height (see the Annex below). 
· All animals must have access to fresh water. 
· Drivers must carry portable drinking bowls on board their vehicle so they can water all animals whenever necessary and while stopped at the border.
· Drivers must check on the animals more often to detect any sign of heat stress as early on as possible (signs of heat stress include: rapid, shallow breathing; open‑mouthed panting; perspiration; increased water intake; reduced feed intake, or for cattle, salivation and/or lowing).
· Drivers must keep the ventilation on at all times while the vehicle is at a standstill in the heat. Vehicles transporting animals should be parked in the shade wherever possible. 
· The contingency plan referred to in Article 11(1)(b)(iv) of Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 must cover how to deal with emergencies caused by extremely high temperatures.   
· Organisers should plan carefully to avoid prolonged waiting periods.
II. Planning the journey up to the final place of destination in line with the judgment of the ECJ; determining journey times
According to the judgment of the European Court of Justice in Case C-424/13, the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related operations must safeguard the welfare of animals beyond the borders of the EU. The requirements for watering and feeding intervals as well as journey times and resting periods must be met for the entire length of a journey in a third country, up to the place of destination.
Where domestic Equidae other than registered Equidae, and domestic animals of bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine species are transported to a third country, organisers must plan the journey so that the above conditions are met and submit a journey log with realistic journey times to the authority at the place of departure. This can be checked by the official veterinarian at the place of departure using online route planners before the journey begins. To facilitate the check, the veterinarian may ask the organiser to present calculations, maps or GPS data demonstrating that the journey log is realistic. (According to current transport guidelines, calculations may be based on an average speed of 75 km/h on motorways and 60 km/h on other main roads.) If the authority considers that the plan submitted (Section I of the journey log) does not comply with the relevant requirements, it may ask for the plan to be altered or corrected. 
If the transporter cannot meet the requirements for journey times owing to the distance to the place of destination, the competent authority may ask the transporter to present equivalent measures and guarantees safeguarding the welfare of the animals up to the place of destination. These additional measures may include: increasing the space allowance for the animals by at least 20%; unloading the animals and allowing them to rest at a suitable location in the third country; carrying portable drinking bowls on board the vehicle so the driver can water the animals during waiting periods, and checking on the animals more often. 
Transporters are recommended to take pictures of the animals on arrival at the final place of destination (ensuring that the place of destination and/or various animals’ ear tags are visible) and to present these pictures to the competent authority on request when embarking on journeys on the same route.
Point 3(b) of Annex II to the Regulation requires organisers to ensure that a signed copy of Section 1 of the journey log, properly completed except as regards the veterinary-certificate numbers, is received within two working days before the time of departure by the competent authority of the place of departure, so it can carry out the necessary checks. 
The records of the navigation system must be made available to the competent authority on request to allow it to carry out post-transport checks of journey times, in accordance with Articles 6(9) and 15(4) of the Regulation. 
The following must be taken into account when planning the journey:
1. Maximum journey time for export shipments: There is no approved control post (animal resting area) in the third country, so it is not possible to rest the animals there for 24 hours. For domestic Equidae other than registered Equidae, and domestic animals of bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine species,  consignments must reach their final place of destination within the journey time laid down in point 1.4 of Chapter V of Annex I to the Regulation (e.g. 29 hours for bovine consignments). If the journey is planned without resting the animals for 24 hours, the journey time will be calculated as of the time of departure. If the animals are rested for 24 hours, it will be calculated as of the place of resting. If it is not possible for the consignment to reach its place of destination because of the long distance, the official veterinarian may ask the transporter to provide an equivalent guarantee safeguarding the welfare of the animals.
2. Departure from an assembly centre: Article 2(r) of the Regulation allows an assembly centre to be considered the place of departure only if the distance travelled between the first place of loading and the assembly centre is less than 100 km or the animals have been accommodated with sufficient bedding and watered for at least six hours prior to the time of departure from the assembly centre. If those conditions are not met, then the time when the loading of the first animal began will appear on the journey log as the time of departure of the consignment, and the journey times will be calculated accordingly. 
3. For journeys via the Bulgarian Kapitan Andreevo and the Turkish Kapıkule border inspection post: 
i. At least 6.5 hours should be allowed for delays at the Bulgarian-Turkish border and factored in to the journey time (at least half an hour for checks on the Bulgarian side and, based on experience, at least another six hours for veterinary and customs checks on the Turkish side);
ii. In addition to journey times, the opening hours of the Turkish border inspection post (9.00-18.00) should be taken into account when determining departure times. Consignments must reach the Bulgarian border inspection post at Kapitan Andreevo by around 13.00 if they are to undergo checks on the Turkish side on the same day, rather than having to wait at the border until the following morning. 
4. Booking confirmation by the border inspection post: If the animals are scheduled to be rested at the border inspection post (animal resting place) for 24 hours, it must be possible to produce confirmation of the booking for resting the animals, or to declare orally or in writing that the inspection post has confirmed it can receive the consignment at the scheduled time.
Otherwise, the competent official veterinarian will not approve Section I of the journey log or issue a veterinary certificate.
5. Proof of provision of feed, drinking water and bedding material: If the transporter is unable to provide sufficient feed, water or bedding material on their vehicle for the entire length of the journey, the organiser must state in writing how it can supplement the feed, water and/or bedding material whenever necessary during the journey (in accordance with Article 14(1)(a)(ii) and (b) and point 3(c) of Annex II of the Regulation). Chapter IV, Section 2, Table I of Annex I to the Regulation provides guidance on how to calculate the amount of feed and water required (‘Minimum daily feed and water supply on livestock vessels or vessels transporting sea containers’). 
6. Submission of written contingency plan for consignments to Turkey:
To vouch that they comply with Article 3(a), (f) and (h) of the Regulation, organisers must be able to present a contingency plan for safeguarding the welfare of the animals during the journey in the event of an emergency (e.g. extremely high or low temperature; accident; rejection of the consignment, etc.). For consignments to Turkey, organisers need to be prepared for consignments being detained, delayed or even rejected. 
Here, too, organisers must be able to ensure their animals are fed and watered at suitable intervals (special watering devices other than the vehicle’s watering system, which the driver can use to water the animals outside the vehicle, are recommended) and provided with bedding material. They must also ensure the vehicle is set to the authorised temperature. The contingency plan must state how this will be done. 
If the Turkish authority rejects the consignment on animal health grounds, or citing the absence of accompanying documents, and the problem cannot be resolved within the maximum journey time authorised for the animals in question without resting them for 24 hours (29 hours in the case of bovine animals) – given that there is no way to unload the animals at the Turkish border – then, once the journey time has been exceeded, the animals must be killed humanely or euthanised in accordance with the final subparagraph of Article 23(2) of the Regulation. This solution may be implemented with the consent and assistance of the Bulgarian authorities. Responsibility lies with the organiser, however, so provision for it must be made in the contingency plan.
7. Accurate completion of the journey log: Organisers must display all necessary data on the journey log. The exact place of destination must be indicated – it is not sufficient to give the name of the country of destination. The data on the journey log must match that given on the veterinary certificate. All pages of the journey log must bear the stamp and signature of the person planning the journey (point 1 of Annex II to the Regulation).
8. Special requirements for combined transport (by road and sea): 
If the combined duration of a road and sea journey exceeds 8 hours, the requirements laid down in the Regulation for long distances must be applied: the journey must be made by a transporter authorised in accordance with Article 11 of the Regulation; a vehicle bearing a certificate of approval under Article 18 of the Regulation must be used; in some cases, the animals must be accompanied by a journey log; and the route plan up to the final place of destination must meet the requirements of the Regulation. 
For sea journeys made by combined road and roll-on-roll-off vessels (where the vehicle is loaded on to the vessel without unloading the animals), the minimum space allowance for longer journeys by sea under Chapter VII of Annex I to the Regulation must be provided.
ANNEX
(1) Internal height
General requirements for determining internal height: 
Article 3(g) of the Regulation requires sufficient floor area and height to be provided for the animals, appropriate to their size and the intended journey. Point 1.2 of Chapter II of Annex I to the Regulation requires sufficient space to be provided inside the animals’ compartment and at each of its levels to ensure that there is adequate ventilation above the animals when they are in a naturally standing position, without on any account hindering their natural movement. Point 1.1(f) of Chapter II of Annex I requires access to be provided to the animals to allow them to be inspected and cared for.
Species-specific considerations when determining internal height:
a. Horses: the minimum internal height of the compartment must be at least 75 cm higher than the height of the withers of the highest animal (point 2.3 of Chapter III of Annex I to the Regulation).
b. Cattle: the minimum internal height of the vehicle must be at least 20 cm higher than the height of the withers of the highest animal (EFSA - European Food Safety Authority, 2011).
c. Deer: the usual distance between the floor and the ceiling is between 1.8 and 2 m (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2004).
d. Sheep: the roof should be at least 15 cm above the highest point of the animal if there is a forced ventilation system or at least 30 cm above the highest point of the animal if there is no forced ventilation system (Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Animal Welfare, 2002).
e. Pigs: for the transport of pigs an internal height of 90 cm from the ground is usual (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2011). This figure is considered acceptable in a 2002 study by the Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Animal Welfare. The Committee also recommends for pigs that the roof should be at least 15 cm above the highest point of the animal if there is a forced ventilation system or at least 30 cm above the highest point of the animal if there is no forced ventilation system. In the case of slaughter pigs, the highest point of the animal is around the middle of the back and is on average 77 cm, so their internal height must be at least 92 cm if there is a forced ventilation system or at least 107 cm if there is no forced ventilation system.
f. Rabbits: the usual height of transport containers is 22-30 cm (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2011), but for rabbits for fattening it should be at least 35 cm (EFSA, 2004).
g. Domestic fowl: containers for chicken weighing between 1 and 4 kg should be at least 25 cm high (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2004).
h. Turkeys: the internal height of containers for transporting turkeys ranges from 25 to 35 cm, depending on age and body weight (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2004).
i. Dogs: a wither height + 5 cm compartment is acceptable according to the AATA (indicative figure, not a recommendation, EFSA, 2004).
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